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It’s good that they can have a pool each these days…



LOCAL INFORMATION
CLAYPOLE
Priest in Charge: Jon Speirs-Davies email: jon.sd@lincoln.anglican.org
Mobile: 07766 486452
Churchwardens:John Padley, 9 The Cottage, School Lane, 01636 626510
Bridget Rosewell 2 Main Street Claypole 07836 215181
Parish Council Clerk: vacancy info needed
Parish Council website: http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/claypole;
www.facebook.com/claypoleparishcouncil; www.facebook.com/claypoleleisurepark
Claypole C of E School: 01636 626268 www.claypoleprimary.org
Claypole Brownies- Please register at girlguiding.org.uk/joinus or contact Sarah
on 07765 791882 for further details
School Hall- contact Claypole School 01636 626268
Claypole Village Hall bookings:www.claypolevillagehall.org/onlinebooking
DRY DODDINGTON Churchwarden: Dick Loynes 07899 787057
richardloynes@btinternet.com
Parish Council Clerk:https://westborough-dry-doddington.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk/
email: clerk@westborough-dry-doddington-pc.gov.uk
Village Hall bookings: Brian Beddows 07552 757242
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: Mike Hine, Hazelwood, Manor House
Lane. 01400 282690 email- mikehine38@hotmail.com
STUBTON Churchwarden: Mike Libby tel - 07493 243918 mglibbyl4@gmail.com
Parish Council Clerk: stubtonclerk@gmail.com
Village Hall bookings: stubtonvh@gmail.com
WESTBOROUGH
Churchwardens: John Lawrence, Sandalwood. Town Street 01400 281850
Village Hall Bookings: Jane Ford 01400 281206 jane.h.ford1@gmail.com
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: vacancy
FENTON
Parish Meeting Website www.fentonvillage.com. chair.fentonvillage@gmail.com
Chairman Parish Meeting
Clerk: Graham Doney, clerk.fentonvillage@gmail.com
Churchwarden: 

01636 627178
DOCTORS: LONG BENNINGTON SURGERY 01400 281220
CAYTHORPE -SURGERY 014OO 272215

L.l.V.E.S. Coordinator Linda Kingston 01400 272740 lfkingston@hotmail.co.uk
Treasurer - David Harvey david.l.harvey@ btinternet.com

LOCAL POLICE: PC Mark Barr 07973 845128.
If you ring 999 state "Lincolnshire Police" or your NG postcode will get the
Nottingham force and delay any response!



Letter from your Editor 

Hello!

Info for JULY/AUGUST DOUBLE EDITION 
By 16th JUNE  please  

The Ings, Town Street, Westborough NG23 5HJ 
01400 281206     email jane.h.ford1@gmail.com

Best wishes,     Jane

Haven’t we had a magical Spring despite all the gloomy and depressing 
news - most of which I ignore - on the principle that I can’t do anything 
about it, so why give myself indigestion or worse! 

My lilac trees are only just starting to fade and they have scented the air 
for weeks around the back door.  And the cow parsley is now a knee high 
froth around my fruit trees as well as along the roadsides.  In previous 
years I have seen pheasants bring their young chicks out from the cow 
parsley to feed on the edges of the mown grass, but I haven’t seen any just 
yet.  I have a few photos of previous years’ chicks but they aren’t much - 
taken through the glass of the kitchen window on my iPhone - any closer 
approach and they would all disappear back into the undergrowth. 

I do on occasion bestir myself from the apathy of cooking for one, and 
experiment with - the latest fad for me - red lentils.  I have been soaking a 
cupful for a while, then draining if needed and mixing in all kinds and 
variety of spicesand/or chopped veg.  Drop a spoonful of whatever size 
into a frying pan and your have a flavoursome tortilla as the base for 
whatever else is in the fridge!  I am not the skilled cook my friend 
Kathleen is, partly because I never follow recipes for cooking.  I have 
come up with legendary curries etc over the years but can never 
remember how I did them and so the experience is lost to perpetuity!   
I do follow baking recipes though - some from my family, a few from 
books - mainly the Be-ro book which many of us oldies possess. 

Baking is a science - cooking is an art!



June carries a different kind of energy. The 
light lingers late into the evening, rou�nes 
shi�, and there is o�en a sense of 
movement — of journeys, gatherings, and 
change. In the Church’s year, we are also in a 
season of growth, following Pentecost, when 
we remember the gi� of the Holy Spirit and 
the birth of the Church.
The bible readings in these weeks invite us to consider what it means 
not just to believe, but to live as people led by the Spirit. In the Acts 
of the Apostles, we see the early Chris�ans stepping out with courage 
into the unknown, learning as they go, some�mes ge�ng it wrong, 
yet con�nually being guided forward. It is a story not of perfec�on, 
but of trust.
Jesus speaks in John’s Gospel of the Spirit as a guide and companion 
— one who leads us into truth, reminds us of all he has taught, and 
gives us peace that the world cannot give. This is not a distant or 
abstract promise, but something lived out in ordinary lives: in 
decisions made with care, in kindness offered freely, in the quiet 
nudges that steer us towards what is good.
Perhaps June is a �me to pay a�en�on to those nudges. Where is 
God’s Spirit promp�ng you? It may not be drama�c. It may be a small 
step: reaching out to someone, offering �me, choosing pa�ence, or 
daring to begin something new.
The life of faith is not about having a clear map, but about learning to 
walk with trust. As the early Church discovered, we do not walk alone.
May this month be one in which we grow in a�en�veness to the Spirit 
— and in doing so, find ourselves drawn more deeply into the life of 
God and the life of one another.

Revd Jon Speirs-Davies

From the Vicarage



Events Calendar 2026 
June 
 Fri 12 Claypole film night  6.30 on Priscilla Queen of the Desert 
 Fri 12 Claypole food truck 5-8pm approx Koala Kitchen 
 Sat 20  Rummage sale/Pop-up cafe Stubton vh 10-12 noon 
 Sun 21 Claypole village hall Open House and Help needed 
 Thur 25 Dry Doddington coffee morning 
 Thur 25 Claypole food truck 5-8pm approx Pizza 
 Fri 26 Wines for Summer Dry Dod v hall 
 Sat 27 Dr Allan Barton on Edward IV & Elizabeth Woodville LBen   
July 
  Fri 10 Claypole film night  6.30 on Next Goal Wins 
 Fri 10 George is cooking at vh 
 Sat 11 Bringing back Time Team Prof Carenza Lewis at Long Ben vh 
 Sun 12 Westborough fete 1.00pm on 
 Tues 14 Paul Dyson wildlife photographer at Westborough vh 7.30 
 Wed 29 Nathan’s Kitchen Co Claypole VH 
 Thur 30 Dry Doddington coffee morning 
August 
 Sat 15 Jean Townsend “Crooks, Courtiers royal servants”  Long Ben VH 
 Sat 15 Disco at Westborough v hall 
 Thur 27 Dry Doddington coffee morning  

Send your event dates as soon as available 
Let’s try to avoid clashes!

SAVE YOUR USED STAMPS FOR THE HORSES PLEASE 

Thank you to all the kind people  
who have saved stamps for us this year 

Collecting used stamps 

 Please pass stamps to Mavis Arnold or Jane Ford or any WI member 

Remember they raise over £11,000 for the rescue charity last year!



Residents of Dry Doddington are threatened with a 
massive council tax increase to pay for a potential Court battle with the city 
council of Pisa, a city in Italy's Tuscany region best known for its iconic 
Leaning Tower.
Issues came to a head when the city elders of Pisa, heard about the village’s 
claim that the tower of St James Church leans more than the iconic tower in 
Pisa. 
The 14th-century St James church tower in Dry Doddington leans at an angle 
of 5.1 degrees which is a greater tilt than the tower at Pisa, however the Pisa 
elders dispute this. 
A spokesperson in Pisa, Pinucchio Pannatone stated “Pisa is not prepared to 
be second in leaning towers and we are determined to force the residents of 
Dry Doddington, Lincolnshire to straighten their church tower with immediate 
effect.”





L J Dye Electrical Services
Over 25 years experience

All types of domestic, commercial
and agricultural work undertaken.

Call Leigh on Tel: 07910 645727

Opening hours Summer time Mon to Fri: 7am to 8pm Sat:7:30am to 8pm
Sun: 8am to 5pm





A Mediaeval Mystery! 
Inside the Burial Vault of  

Edward IV & Elizabeth Woodville 
An Illustrated talk by Dr Allan Barton F.S.A. 

King Edward IV made provision in his will for a funerary monument that would have 
been the most complex and unusual memorial to any mediaeval English king. 
This talk will examinn the king’s wishes and why they were not fulfilled, before 
exploring what was found inside the burial vault when it was opened in the 18th 
century. 
 Saturday 27th June at 7. 30pm.  
 Guest tickets £5.00 including refreshments 
 Long Bennington Village Hall

Wellbeing Walks – Continue in 2026 

Our free Wellbeing Walks take place on the 1st Wednesday of every month at 10:00am, 
starting and ending at the Medical Centre. 
Both shorter walks and longer walks are available, so don’t worry about your fitness level. 
There is a walk to suit everyone. 
Our next walk is on Wednesday 3rd June – we hope to see you there. 
After the walk, we host our members at the practice for a coffee catch-up. This gives 
everyone a chance to sit down, relax, and chat with others in a friendly environment. It is a 
great opportunity to meet new people, build social connections, and support overall 
wellbeing. 

Please Keep Your Contact Details Up to Date 
We kindly ask all patients to ensure that the contact details we hold for you are up to date. 
This includes your mobile phone number, landline number and email address. Having the 
correct contact details helps the practice contact you about appointments, test results, 
reminders, health campaigns and other important information. 
Please let us know as soon as possible if any of your details change, by contacting our 
reception team. 
Thank you for helping us keep our records accurate and ensuring we can contact you when 
needed.





The Richard III Society  
Lincolnshire Branch 

Presents 

The Mugaseth Memorial Lecture 
This year the lecture is dedicated to the memory of all the wonderful members we have loved and 

lost during the past 50 years.  They will never be forgotten.

Bringing Back Time Team 
the Past, Present and Future of 
Archaeology’s Iconic tv show 

An illustrated talk by Professor Carenza Lewis

Tickets members £10.00  
Non-members £12.00 
to include light refreshments 

	 from Niz Smith      	
niz.l.smith@gmail.com 

	     	    Or on the door

Carenza is a British archaeologist, academic and television presenter. 

In 1993 she joined the team presenting the Time Team series, a new programme 
designed to make archaeology accessible to the general public.

Time Team became a huge hit and is still fondly remembered by its huge fan base.

Carenza was educated at Girton College, Cambridge, and is now Professor for the 
Public Understanding of Research in the College of Arts at the University of Lincoln.

Long Bennington Village Hall 
Saturday 11th July 7.30pm

mailto:niz.l.smith@gmail.com


Purpose
Built Homes

Person-
Centred Care

All Inclusive
Fees

Daily
Activities

Nutritious
Food

Couples
Welcome

ALL

INCLU
SIV

E

Person-centred Residential and Residential
Dementia Care in Newark - supporting you

to live an aspirational lifestyle

A: Bowbridge Road, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 4DF
T: 01636 605 528 W: hc-one.co.uk
Part of the HC-One Family of Care Homes

INTRODUCTORY OFFERS AVAILABLE

At Claypole village Hall 

Every third Monday of the month 

10.30—12.30 

Community Cuppa  

Supported by Lincolnshire Coop 

Dogs welcome on the garden area outside of the side café.                           
Next dates: 15th June, 20th July, 17th August 



Rummage Sale 
(or jumble sale if you are old school) 

With 

Pop Up Cafe 
On Saturday 20th June 2026 

10am – 12 noon 
Stubton Village Hall 

All donations of “stuff” gratefully received 
(but please - no books or large items of furniture). 

Please either leave things in St Martin’s Church any Thursday or 
Saturday or contact Fiona on 07923 873908 or by email at 

24spring24@gmail.com, to arrange drop off/collection. 
All proceeds will be going towards essential external repairs at St Martin’s Church

mailto:24spring24@gmail.com


Farmyard Tails
The month of May started very well indeed. Warm weather coincided with the start of this years 
lambing.
There has been a steady stream of births both during the day and night. These are Barry’s first 
progeny and have been easy to lamb, bright and alert. The majority have been twins which is 
ideal and just a handful of single lambs and triplets. 
They stay as a ‘family’ in a pen until the lambs are feeding well and the ewe has taken to them.  
They are then moved into a big pen with other sets to get used to finding the correct mum for 
milk etc. 
When there is a group of 3/4 they will be turned out onto a paddock ( weather permitting, 
daytime and evening temperatures need to be stable for the first couple of days at least and 
preferably no rain) The ewe and lambs are marked with a coloured number, the reason for this 
is that if we find a lamb on its own say number 6, we know it belongs to ewe number 6 and we 
can give it back to her. Sheep farmers also use a colour system. Ours is red number x is a 
single lamb, orange number x is a twin and blue number x is a triplet.
Once on the paddock the lambs have access to a tiny pellet feed. The idea being the more 
pellets they eat, the less of a burden they become on the ewe, this is especially important when 
trying to keep triplet lambs on a ewe with only 2 teats! At weaning time the lambs will be on 
quite a lot of food so they are no longer dependent on the ewe. The ewes are also fed to keep 
milk production high during the first month or so.
Ragnor the bull went out last week and is running with 13 breeding cows this year 2 of which 
are maiden heifers (these are unrelated 3yr old cows that are now old enough to be bred from).
The calves are all doing well and some have split off into gangs. With the cows milking well and 
them having access to a high sugar mineral block we do have to be on the look out for dirty 
bottoms as this will encourage flys and maggots. The stock are checked twice a day minimum 
for signs of mating activity, udder health and general 
wellbeing.
Last month we decided to install a camera system in the owl 
box at the back of the farm. To our great surprise it was 
being occupied by a pair of barn owls however the barn 
owls stopped using the box and as such a pair of kestrels 
moved in. The female who I have named Kylie (everything 
gets a name I’m afraid ) has laid 5 dark speckled eggs and 
along with Kelvin are now taking it in turns to incubate them. 
The incubation period is 28 days and both parents 
share hunting and brooding duties. The other owl box is 
occupied by barn owls and the little owls are in the box in 
one of the barns. Alan the owl man will be along next month 
to check all is as it should be. Fingers crossed.

Take care,
Tracey



ESSENTIAL ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Residential & Commercial electrical services
Additional sockets, lighting, rewires etc.

Electrical Testing: EICR’s and PAT Testing
C & G qualified electrician. Transparent pricing

Tel. 07505 393 957



E Gill & Sons
Funeral Directors

egillandsons.co.uk

E Gill & Sons are proud to have provided
care and advice to families in the Newark
and District area for over 100 years

Newark and District

01636 677461

24 Hour Personal Care
Prepaid Funeral Plans Available

E Gill & Sons
Funeral Directors

Level 4 Qualified Personal Trainer offering 1 to 1 training
sessions in a professional, private home gym in Claypole

If you would like help with health and fitness but prefer not to
go to a large gym then maybe I can help?

Flexible appointments,
competitive rates, completely confidential.

Contact: secretsquirrelhealthandfitness@gmail.com
Call :Amanda 07787128080



JOIN CLAYPOLE’S

LOTTERY
1 0 0 C L U B

£15 PER QUARTER. QUARTERLY CASH PRIZES.

SCAN TO SIGN UP OR FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR CONTACT STEVE EVERSON ON claypolepcctreasurer@gmail.com

GET INVOLVED & SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE CHURCH.

Next Draw Late June



Shine Hairdressers
We are open Monday to Saturday.

Monday by appointment only.
To arrange an appointment

with Emmy, Adam, Katie or Emma
Telephone:- 01636 626778

Main Street, Claypole, Newark NG23 5BA

Littlegates for Littlepeople Children’s
Nursery and Kids Club

Purpose built nursery in rural location
Offering quality care for children aged 3 months to ll years.

Fully qualified staff
Open Monday to Friday 7.30am-5.30pm
BEF ORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

School holidays and non -contact days also catered for.
Open for 50 weeks a year.

Funding from 9 months 15/30 hours standard & stretched offers available
01636 626067

littlegatesforlittlepeople@googlemail.com

ADVERTISING - IN THE CLAYPOLE PARISH MAGAZINE
Full page colour £50
Full page b/w £38

Half page colour £31
Half page b/w £21

Quarter page colour £16
Quarter page b/w £13
Eighth page colour £11

For further informaĞon contact Tony Tucker
Ĥ61@me.com 07939897118

07980 607666

with Emmy or Adam



sue_a_rowe@yahoo.co.uk 07944 771101 Dry Doddington

One-to-one 11+ tuition, online or face-to-face.
Friendly and understanding tutor with excellent

success rate. 15 years’ experience. DRB checked.
Author of Oxford University Press 11+ study
materials. Now taking bookings for pre-tuition

assessments. Limited spaces available.

The Green Page
As we welcome summer to our doorsteps - we still keep in mind our 
recent bipolar weather and how climate change is still here to stay.  
When talking about climate change, we often talk about the effects 
that cars and other vehicles have on our environment with their 
pollution. However, it seems like these are just words - we register our 
need for action but do we really see less cars on the road? 
Not to worry though! There’s always time and opportunities to change 
our ways and start prioritising cleaner and more sustainable living! In 
fact, across the 8th to 14th of June it is Bike Week! 
Bike Week has been around for over 100 years now and was created 
to get people into cycling! Bike Week recommends that we all go out 
on our bikes a little more, even for short journeys and the effects on 
the environment are nothing short of positive!  
Did you know that around 15% of all carbon emissions come from 
cars? That seems like a small number - but if you switch out your car 
for your bike or even other forms of transport such as trains and buses 
- your personal carbon emissions decrease by 67%! Doesn’t that put 
things in perspective for you!  
Bike riding is also especially good for your mental and physical health, 
especially now we are more prone to summer sun! Being outdoors is 
such a great way to ground yourself and keep high spirits! 

.        

Elizabeth



Do you ever have a lot of Milk & not sure what to do with it? Why not
give this easy dessert a go? There are not many ingredients!

Summer Milk Pudding
(All weights & measures are approximate)

Ingredients:
1 & quarter pints of milk
2-3 ozs/50-75g of Milk powder
3-4ozs/100g sugar
2sp gelatine
2-3 fluid ounces of water
1tsp of pure vanilla extract or any other flavoured extract
Chopped Pistachios sprinkled on top or anything else you would prefer
Serve with any fresh fruits, such as strawberries, raspberries or any
others that you fancy

Method:
Put milk in a saucepan & stir in the milk powder, then add sugar & mix it
well. Put pan on the hob then bring to the boil, stirring all of the time.
Lower heat & mix the gelatine in the water & then stir it into the milk.
Keep stirring until you are sure that it is we dissolved in the milk
mixture.
Add vanilla extract & stir it into the milk until it is well mixed. Turn off the
heat.
Pour into an oblong casserole dish/ (this shape enables it to be cut into
squares) & using the back of a dessert spoon try to smooth out any
bubbles.
Rest it for 15 mins & add chopped pistachios, then put it in the fridge to
set.
Serve chilled with your choice of prepared fruit.

Kathleen Thomas

Kathleen’s Kitchen



Stubton Vinyl Intro’s Quiz
“Please send my thanks to all involved with such a successful evening 

last night.  I really enjoyed the evening despite forgetting my pop era ”

The Church of St Martin was the grateful beneficiary of a fantastic 
evening, held at Stubton Village Hall, with a fish & chip supper being 
followed by a vinyl intro’s quiz.  Twelve teams had a lot of laughs, a lot of 
singing along – and a lot of friendly banter.  There was 
also a ra�le with some wonderful prizes which had 
been donated by residents and local businesses.

The 64 people present were taken through 6 decades of 
music over 10 rounds during which the artist, the name 
of the track and occasionally the year of release had to 
be identified having heard only the opening few bars of 
the track.  

At the conclusion of the final round scores were tallied 
whilst the ra�le was drawn.  With great anticipation, the scores were 
announced with the top 3 being…..

3rd on 186 points - Eurovision Rebels  
2nd  on 187 points - Smarty Pints
1st  on 203 points - The All J’s

To generous applause “The All J’s”  were presented with a trophy that had 
been specially commissioned for the occasion – a fitting memento of a 
memorable evening's achievement.

The quiz was set up and run by Ted and Sue Critchley and their e�orts 
reaped great rewards both in terms of participant enjoyment – and cash 
raised for The Church of St Martin.  Whilst the final numbers have yet to 
be published, there is in excess of £900 to be passed to the Church to 
help towards some essential external repairs.

"Just to say a big thank you for a great night - lots of work involved setting 
up, looking after the bar, ticket and ra�le money, clearing glasses, 

collecting the food etc..
You all gave us a great night.  Thank you”

Mike Libby, Church Warden, thanked Ted and Sue, the Stubton Village 
Hall Committee, the providers of ra�le prizes and all of the participants 
for their fantastic support – and for such an enjoyable evening.

Mike Libby





News from Claypole & District 
Women’s Institute

In May, we heard about “Lincolnshire Poachers” with Nicola Hallam whose 
M.Sc. was based on this research.  Characters from the casual  “well it was just 
there” type, to the “poaching isn’t thieving” chaps included finally the 
dangerous career criminals who would murder anything including 
gamekeepers and police.  Thankfully, nicola’s research into the village of 
claypole and Westborough did not produce any familiar names! 
Tuesday 9th June will be"Hell on Wheels" as described by Stephen Brown.  
He has over 40 years as a driving instructor, with some funny & amusing tales 
of the learning to drive industry & he is still living to tell people about it. 
Tuesday 14th July - OPEN MEETING Paul Dyson, Artist and Wildlife 
Photographer whose digital show is about his travels and adventures in the 
Himalayas, African wildlife, Tigers in India, Gorillas in Uganda and British 
wildlife.  Bring along any guests who are interested in photography 
Jane’s Art & Craft Group is the 1st Friday in the month & it is 9am to noon.  
It’s a case of arriving at a time that suits you.  Bring. Your own project to work 
on or ask around for ideas and get help as required. £2.50 to cover the cost of 
the hall. 
We still support the Women’s Refuge all year round.  If you have anything, 
please contact secretary Kathleen.  She makes arrangements with the Refuge 
and will take things in near to the arranged dates. 

We are a friendly group for all ages, with varied interests.   
Are you thinking of joining, or coming back?  The first visit is the same as 
the visitor’s fee, it is £5.  If you plan on joining, then your 1st visit will be free 
and then choose when you would like to have your next 2 visits at half price.  
You will then be expected to join at the meeting after your 3rd visit.   
So why not come along and find out about all the interesting things that our 
Speakers/Demonstrators have in store for us.  As well as having some really 
interesting topics and at times learning about something that perhaps you knew 
very little about, we like to have some lighthearted fun along the way.  Our WI 
is a great way of meeting people and making new friends,  
STAMPS – Please continue to save your stamps and pass them on to a WI 
member or Kathleen.  They will then be given to Jane Ford and Mavis Arnold 
to help raise money for Bransby horses charity. 
Contact – Julie Greenberry (President) – telephone 01636 627079 
	      Kathleen Thomas (Secretary) – telephone 01636 626860.



Claypole







Sunday Worship Times
June

Join a Local Church Service on Zoom
Compline each Thursday at 7.15pm.

Log in using:- Meeting ID: 810 6571 1379 Passcode:744328
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81065711379




